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CAPE TOWN’S BEST: Above and below left, local architectural firm, Leon Saven Design, has been awarded the 2015 Award for Architecture by the Cape Institute for Architecture (Cifa) for their restoration
and redevelopment of a 125-year-old tobacco-packing warehouse in De Waterkant.

Winning Cape design
Nontando Mposo speaks to the winner of the 2015 Award for Architecture

F

ROM ancient to contemporary
design, the Mother City, the
World Design Capital of 2014,
has it all. Now Cape town architectural design firm, Leon Saven
Design has been awarded the 2015 Award
for Architecture by the Cape Institute for
Architecture (Cifa) for the restoration and
redevelopment of a 125-year-old tobaccopacking warehouse, in De Waterkant.
The restoration saw the addition of two
floors, including a mezzanine level with
over 300m2 of office space for an art
gallery or design studio.
Combined with an outdoor deck, this
space offers views of Cape Town’s city and
harbour.
This heritage building was given a dramatic face-lift with a lightweight steel and
glass structure placed over the original
exposed brick building, while internally,
permanent steel formwork, air conditioning ducts and electrical power trunking
are exposed, making for an elegant, contemporary series of spaces.
The main entrance is a steel, timber
and glass pavilion, located in the raised
courtyard of the Hudson Building.
The Western Cape’s historic buildings
are rich in heritage and Cifa seeks to
ensure that the architectural heritage of
the province is cared for, so that it can be
appreciated for generations to come.
Saven talks to us about winning the
award and the national architectural
landscape.
How does it feel to have won the award
and what does this mean for Leon Saven
Design?
This award was given for a building
which we designed, in the category of
conservation, restoration and rehabilitation in a historic precinct. We were of
course very honoured to be acknowledged
for this as we feel privileged to be a part of
the progressive development of the urban
renewal of Cape Town’s heritage buildings
and special spaces.
As one of the Western Cape’s historic
buildings, how did you go about restoring
the building while making sure that it
retains its historical heritage?
With special attention to the history
and fabric of the original building, our
priority was to restore, preserve and show
off this history.
The new addition to the original build-

I’m drawn to the natural evolution
and develoment of the city. I feel
the growth and, especially, the
changes in our inner city have
moved at a rapid pace
ing, is designed as a contemporary layer,
not detracting from the original but
standing in sharp contrast to the original,
without either old or new losing their
character.

What are your views about the state of
the national architecture landscape?
I’m particularly drawn to the natural
evolution and development of the city.
Seeing this country change over the
last 20 years, with regards to the economic and socio-political changes, has been
very exciting.
I feel the growth and, especially, the
changes in our inner city have moved at a
rapid pace.
With the economic stresses over the
last seven years, we have seen a massive
explosion of creativity (borne out of need
and a lack of jobs) in the way people work.
These trends have started to influence
and shape our environments and have
permeated our lifestyle and culture.
For example. the growth of creativity,
enterprises and projects through the
spine of Woodstock and the streets
around the perimeter of the Cape Town
CBD.
Bree Street is a classic case study in
urban renewal, as is the Woodstock
precinct. There is so much room for a
“better architecture” and we ought to
always be striving to find what this is.
What particular aspects of your background and upbringing have shaped your
design principles and philosophies?
My intrigue for how things are made,
has always helped to inform the design

spectrum. As a kid, I used to love to take
things apart as well as building them; furniture, models, toys etc.
My love for wood has a huge influence
on my design sensibility and sensitivity.
I would like to see more environments
built in wood.
Having lived in California for 11 years, I
was able to experience this aspect more,
especially in the incredible redwood
forests of northern California.
My design philosophy is to combine
nature with functionality, in the most
beautiful and simple manner possible.

Now that computer generated visualisation is more popular, is there still a
place for physical model making or
sketching designs by hand?
Absolutely! This is where real design
exploration happens, through the hand
and the heart. I still have a fantasy that
we will return to this way of working
one day.
Which architects or designers do you
most admire?
Tadao Ando, Renzo Piano and an old
master craftsman of fine furniture who
has passed away – James Krenov.
What is the best advice you have
received, and what advice would you give
to young architects?
Do not strive for perfection, rather try
to be immaculate.
Your personal motto?
Follow your heart, the answers lie within that space...

Designs on SA: French
furniture company opens
Kloof Street showroom
FRENCH designer furniture company
Roche Bobois is celebrating 50 years in
the upmarket design business with its
first South African showroom in Cape
Town.
The Kloof Street showroom is one of
more than 250 Roche Bobois has in nearly 50 international locations, including
Miami, Hong Kong and Mumbai.
Thanks to its long-established network of European manufacturers and
fruitful relationships with talented
designers (such as Ora Ito, Cédric Ragot,
Sacha Lakic, Christopher Delcourt,
Stephen Burk), and also with prestigious

fashion houses (Jean Paul Gaultier, Sonia
Rykiel Maison, Missoni Home), the
brand has risen to the challenge of
achieving an international presence by
offering every client a personalised
approach to home design and decor.
“Cape Town is the first step.
“Of course, we are very ambitious for
this country.
“Johannesburg would be the next natural stage and then we would see, but we
could possibly have three or four stores in
South Africa in the coming years,” chief
executive officer Gilles Bonan said in a
statement.

FRENCH FLAIR HAS ARRIVED: French furniture company Roche Bobois has opened its first South African showroom in
Cape Town. The top-notch outfit has more than 250 showrooms in nearly 50 countries.

