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NEW ADDITION TO DE WATERKANT PRECINCT METAL SHED EXTENSION
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A long and narrow nineteenth century face-brick
Dutch building, originally a tobacco packing
warehouse, stretching across an entire city block, has
its gable ends fronting onto two prominent and
contextually very different streetscapes.

The grand old three storey gable end facing
downtown Cape Town sits on an extremely busy
Hudson street, surrounded by trendy coffee shops,
restaurants and design stores in an avant-garde part
of the city.

At its opposite Vos Street end, the single storey,
face-brick gable end is flanked by a mosque and
pays quiet homage to the historical, special
conservation area and residential neighbourhood of
De Waterkant.

The client’s brief was to add lettable area for offices,
suitable for one large tenant; an advertising agency,
design offices, art gallery or similar type tenant. The
zoning scheme however only allowed for an addition
to the single storey half of the building.

The intervention was to place a lightweight metal
structure with metal roof, wall cladding and glass,
over the original warehouse building. This new
addition of 203m?includes a new ‘glass box' enfrance
kiosk, First Floor Gallery and outdoor deck space
overlooking Cape Town CBD.
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Internally, a variety of materials have been expressed
throughout; steel for new structure, permanent
form-work for a new concrete floor, steel and timber
staircases, exposed ducting and trunking.

The building integrates with similar, surrounding
historical warehouses still found in this precinct, which
have recently been converted to residential or office
use and are in high demand.

Completed in April 2014, the result is a lightweight
steel and glass shed, contrasting with the weightiness
of the old Dutch vintage below, providing a synergy
of old and new which is refreshing to the
neighbourhood and maintains the integrity of the
GROUND FLOOR INTERIOR AT ENTRANCE GROUND FLOOR OPEN PLAN original building, circa 1890.
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CIfA AWARD FOR
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In recognition of noteworthy contributions to architecture

this Award is presented to

28 Hudson Street
Extension

Leon Saven Architectural Design




CIfA Award for Architecture 2015

28 Hudson Street Extension
Leon Saven Architectural Design

This is a thoughtful and careful contribution to the city.

It is an important project inasmuch as it represents a growing recognition amongst clients and
architects of the importance of the heritage of our city — this recognition is not only extended to
the better known buildings of the city but also the everyday buildings which reflect the way of life
of that time. This sophisticated view is very welcome and can be traced possibly to the growing
recognition that heritage has to play in our city through the introduction of the M.Phil. degree
program in Heritage studies offered by the School of Architecture, Planning and Geomatics at
the University of Cape Town.

This project reflects this set of values. The existing buildings do not in themselves carry much
architectural value yet represent the city’s history. The architect has responded enthusiastically
to the challenge of converting and adding new spaces to the existing building. The strategy is
not unlike a process of stitching and tying old and new spaces together. This is done however
without either old or new losing their character - it is apparent what is new and what exists. To
be able to draw this kind of distinction successfully and yet at the same time to merge these
components together is a difficult task for the architect. Sometimes this is done in such a way
that it is difficult to judge new from old — this did not happen in this case.

Spatially the new spaces are well integrated and the owner’s program for a new gallery is well
expressed in both planning and spatial terms.

The details are well considered and old and new materials are brought together in a
sophisticated way so that - whilst they remain clearly distinct one from the other — the manner in
which they are brought together enhances both.

The only quibble that the assessors had with the submission had to do with the formal
resolution of the front of the building — it was felt that the stepped back facade rather
overwhelmed the existing fagade and could have been made in a different way so that the scale
and relative importance of the existing fagade would have been enhanced. Other than this
concern it was considered by the assessors to be a building worthy of an award.

CIfA Award for Architecture 2015
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